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Since our regional holy conversation 
back in March of this year when 
representatives of each of our com-
munities stepped up to move the 
process of calling a local bishop 
forward, they’ve been busy! You may 
have seen their periodic reports on our 
regional website www.coloradoecc.org 
under building the local church in the 
side menu, but I thought it would be 
good to summarize here. 

  

This Committee (facilitator Greg 
Yonker, scribe Jim Harrer, Alice 
Bradley, Annie Hayes, Mary Lu 
Stenson, John Head, Frank Pavlak, 
Dennis Giblin and I) hopped to it with 
meetings every two weeks to capture 
the expressed hopes and desires of our 
region in a Bishop Position Description. 
We specifically steered away from 
calling it a job description, as it reflects 

 
 
more a call to ministry rather than a 
job. (Besides, a job warrants a living 
wage and we aren’t able to provide 
that yet!)  

We began articulating the desired 
qualities and expectations of the 
position that you’ve voiced, with the 
intent of letting prospective candidates 
know who we are as a unique local 
church. But before we put the cart 
before the horse, we realized that 
most importantly this articulation lets 
our communities know what they 
should be looking for in a candidate — 
for, indeed, the principal discernment 
in this process is not on the part of any 
individual who might want to serve, 
but begins with OUR discerning who 
has these qualities and calling them to 
consider serving. 

The Committee is also working on 
various logistical details, like the types 
of endorsements that might be 
requested, vetting and interview 
opportunities, and then there’s the 
whole matter of shaping the actual 
election process. 

 

This Team (facilitator Mike Weil, scribe 
John Immele, Gayle Craun, Janell Flaig, 
Chuck Howard and I) has held five 
meetings to date with a well-crafted 
process for iterating articles and 
sections of a constitution between 
meetings. The cornerstone of our local 
vision is how well the Regional Council 
has worked at holding us together in 
our identity and mission. Hoping to 
plug the bishop’s voice into its 
consensus model of decision-making, 
the team is also referencing the 
Constitutions of some of our member 
churches and various ECC dioceses. 

Note: Our goal is to develop an 80% 
complete draft proposal with 20% 
placeholders that can be shared with 
the Bishop Call Committee, the 
Regional Council, the Office of 
Presiding Bishop (to make sure we sync 
with the ECC Constitution) and the 
People of God here in this place for 
review. We expect it to remain 
unfinished as the call for our 

regional Bishop is issued; final  

 

http://www.coloradoecc.org/
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refinements of an actual Constitution 
for the local Church would be 
completed in collaboration with the 
future Bishop and the continued 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit.                       

One of our first challenges (often 
revisited on both teams) was what  
to call our local church once it’s 
incorporated with the State of 
Colorado. This, of course, won’t be 
decided until after a bishop is called 
and everybody gets to weigh in. As a 
placeholder in our draft documents 
we’re using one of the names being 
considered, “The Rocky Mountain 
Synod of the Ecumenical Catholic 
Communion” (RMS-ECC), recognizing 
our synodal structure of governance. 
That may cause some confusion, 
however, if we also refer to our local 
gatherings of the church as Synods. 
Some have expressed a desire to retain 
“Region” in the name, reflecting the 
collaborations of our autonomous 
churches, but that might not 
adequately denote that we are about 
something new and different at this 
point in our communal identity and 
mission. Then there’s the word 
“Diocese” which, granted, holds a lot 
of baggage for many. That said, the 
Episcopalians use it without fear of 
being too Roman; and with the other 
ECC territories using Diocese, to use 
something else would set us apart 
contrary to our communal identity. 
There’re also the expectations of our 
ecumenical partners to consider. 
Translated from the Greek, the word 
means “household of faith,” or as 
Bishop Rafe likes to posit: diocese = 
grandma’s house, where the family 
gathers to renew the bonds of unity 
and love, preserve our traditions and 
celebrate our common life. While this 
part of our holy conversation is far 
from over, it might be valuable to 
consider reclaiming the words of our 
Catholic heritage rightly understood. 

 

Some of the conversations of both 
teams as they try to articulate what 
shape the local church will take have 
included out-of-the-box suggestions, 
while trying to preserve the ECC polity 
that we share across the Communion. 
There’s a lot of discussion and a lot of 
redundancy in our working documents, 
so they're not even at a point for 
sharing with the Regional Council yet. 
Seeking community input at this stage  
would only complicate the process. 
When more refined, the teams will 
share and solicit broad review.  
Open to feedback along the way, we 
welcome anyone to attend our 
meetings, the dates of which are 
mentioned in the latest notes posted 
on the website—or contact one of the 
following members: 

for Polity: John Immele (303) 465-1855 
at jdi@techsource-inc.com 

for Call Committee: Mary Lu Stenson 
(303) 772-3785 luloc@comcast.net  

Your representatives have done a lot of 
exceptional work, particularly for over 
the summer, but remain in need of 
your prayers.  

~ Fr. Michael J. Nicosia, Vicar 
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LOC has had a fun, full, and festive 
summer. We’ve enjoyed the many 
service and ministry opportunities to 
reach out to the Longmont community, 
serve others and spread the message 
that at Light of Christ ALL are welcome.  
We have been successful in getting the 
word out about our community as 
we’ve had several new people join us 
for Mass through the summer months. 

 

The pear tree that accompanied us 
throughout Advent, Lent and Holy 
Week was finally planted in May on 
Mother’s Day weekend! The Light of 
Christ community gathered after Mass 
to bless and plant this tree, asking that 
it be a sign of our hope in a future we 
do not yet know. We know that God 
has asked us to be good stewards for 
this tree and all the earth. During the 
tree planting we experienced rain, a 
rainbow, and sunshine. 

 

Within the community of churches in 
Longmont, Light of Christ is recognized 
as a community where all are 
welcome, valued, and wanted.  As 
such, we were invited to Longmont’s 
first ever Faith Fest — a gathering of  
6 faith communities from various 
denominations — to celebrate Pride 
month. Hearts were full, and we 
prayed that God’s healing and grace 
will continue to pursue us all.  

Our community sported our new LOC 
community t-shirts and had a 
wonderful time at the Longmont Pride 
Fest in June. We had many lovely 
visitors of all ages stop by our booth to 
decorate light switch plates – after all, 
we are LIGHT of Christ! During the 
event members also participated in the 
Visibility March.  Despite a torrential 
rainstorm that caused the event to end 

an hour early, we huddled under  
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our tent and concluded with a 
communion service. It was a wonderful 
reminder that God shows God’s love in 
unexpected ways, and that all tables 
are Christ’s tables, and ALL are 
welcome. (more photos on pg. 13) 

 

In early July, we spent a great week 
with Bethlehem Lutheran, the 
community we are nested in, as LOC 
participated in their VBS program. It 
was a wonderful week of prayer, 
singing, playing and learning as the 
Spirit filled our building. The presence 
of God SHINED around our communal 
church during that special week. 

On July 27, we celebrated the feast of 
Mary Magdalene during Mass followed 
by an evening of food, fellowship and 
fun as we gathered for our second 
annual Hot Dog Picnic and potluck.  We 
all must have been thinking healthy as 
we had an abundance of wonderful 
salads to accompany our hot dogs. The 
only thing missing — chocolate! 
Fingers crossed that we don’t all think 
to bring chocolate next year!   

 

 
 

 

 
CHURCH OF THE HOLY FAMILY  

www.churchofholyfamily.org  
Mthr. Cynthia Drew, Pastor 
Mass:  5pm Saturdays  
1092 S. Nome Street 
(office - 12250 E. Iliff Ave, Ste 120) 
Aurora, CO 80013 
(303) 369-9000  
admin@holyfamilyco.org 

 

CHURCH OF THE BELOVED 

www.churchofthebeloved-ecc.org 
Mthr. Kae Madden, Pastor 
Mass:  5:00 pm Saturdays 
10500 Grant Drive 
Northglenn CO 80233 
303-489-7046 
Mother Kae, 720-232-1562 
pastor@churchofthebeloved-ecc.org  
Fr. Paul Burson, 720-254-2083 
 

 

LIGHT OF CHRIST 

ECUMENICAL CATHOLIC 

COMMUNITY 

www.lightofchristecc.org 
Fr. Teri Harroun, Pastor  
Masses:  5:00 pm Saturdays. 
9:00 am Wednesdays  
1000 W. 15th Avenue 
Longmont CO 80501 
303-772-3785 
churchoffice@lightofchristecc.org 

 

 

http://www.churchofholyfamily.org/
mailto:admin@holyfamilyco.org
http://www.churchofthebeloved-ecc.org/
mailto:pastor@churchofthebeloved-ecc.org
http://www.lightofchristecc.org/
file:///C:/Users/Owner/Documents/ECC/RMRC/The%20Journey%20Shared/churchoffice@lightofchristecc.org
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Church of the Beloved celebrates our 
Feast Day, the Transfiguration, on 
Sunday, August 25th, beginning at  
5 p.m.  We will celebrate Mass in the 
sanctuary, followed by community 
building including a potluck meal, holy 
conversation facilitated by our youth, a 
service project to benefit our 
neighbors experiencing homelessness, 
and more.  The main dish, cake and 
drinks will be provided; those 
attending are asked to bring side 
dishes to share.   If you are planning  
to attend, please RSVP to Georgia at  
303-238-5175.  

One of the outcomes of our all-ministry 
leadership meeting is a clearer focus 
on the ministries we provide.  On our 
Feast Day, August 25th, our Pastoral 
Care team will be introducing a one 
page “menu” of the ministries of care 
that are available to our members.  
The “menus” will be available on the 
table in the back of the church and 
anyone is welcome to complete one 
and place it in a confidential box.  The 
pastoral care team coordinator of the 
month will check the box weekly and 
respond. Of course, members may  
also call one of the pastoral care team 
members with a ministry request.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Among the ministries that we offer are:  

Prayer… in person, hands-on after 
Mass; one’s intention in the Prayers of 
the Faithful or in the bulletin at one’s 
request; remembering the intention of 
a departed loved one during our 
Thursday liturgy. 

Sacramental moments… anointing, 
reconciliation, Eucharist. 

Encouragement… greeting cards, 
phone calls. 

Physical support… short-term support 
with meals, transportation, laundry, 
etc. 

Ongoing Pastoral Care Visits for a 
season in a member’s life.     

It is our hope that this outreach will 
increase the knowledge and visibility of 
how we support one another in 
community, bringing our mission, “to 
love and be loved,” to life.   

 

On Sunday, June 30th, several families 
and community members from Church 
of the Beloved came together for a 
home ‘Mass for All Ages.”  About 20 
members of our community gathered 
for our monthly intergenerational 
celebration, but this time in the 
comfort of a living room on a beautiful, 
slightly rainy Colorado afternoon.  The 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

children helped by proclaiming the 
readings and bringing up the gifts.  We 
sang together and Mother Kae said a 
beautiful Mass.  During the homily we 
all reflected on the ways we remember 
to live out our faith each day: through 
prayer and in the community; at 
school, in sports, at work, by 
volunteering, and in caring for our 
pets.  After Mass we shared a delicious 
potluck and BBQ with intimate 
fellowship and camaraderie.  At Church 
of The Beloved we try to find various 
opportunities throughout the year to 
share Mass in our homes; this summer 
was a nice time to renew our 
commitment to time spent in ‘other’ 
spaces and with our dear friends and 
family from church.  The youth group 
kids enjoyed time together playing 
games and watching over younger 
members, and the older folks got 
caught up on each other’s busy lives 
and summer schedules.  We find that 
opening our hearts and homes builds a 
stronger community overall and an 
opportunity to get to know others in a 
more informal way.  We already know 

sharing yummy food always brings   
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us closer, and we look forward to our 
monthly potlucks resuming at COB in 
the fall; but we hope to also meet 
more in homes and in smaller, 
intergenerational groups, to celebrate 
our everyday lives and faith journey in 
different ways too.  We were thankful 
to get a few hours on the schedule to 
spend together, and we appreciated 
the kindness of the host family 
welcoming us all in.  Our community is 
stronger for the many ways we come 
together in prayer! 

~ Amy Frisbie  

  

Mary of Magdala held the annual 
outdoor Mass on June 2nd (or at least 
tried to). Mother Nature had other 
plans for us. We had to move indoors 
after the gospel reading. It was still a 
good time for fellowship and we 
started our Family Tree. People could 
write their names on a leaf and attach 
it to the tree. Any new members who 
join will be invited to add their leaf to 
the family.  

David Cloyd went on a Border 
Immersion Trip in June. He shared his 
experiences with a talk and photos for 
MoM and community. He reports: 

“Several weeks ago I experienced a 
Border Immersion at El Paso, TX / 
Juarez, Mexico. I felt perfectly safe in  
both cities, met sincere and deeply 
distressed people as well as the 

dedicated "saints" who help them.  
Yes, there are some people who do evil 
things there, but there are no hoards 
pushing against our gates though there 
is much suffering... much more to be 
said.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MARY OF MAGDALA COMMUNITY  

www.marymagdalafc.org   
Fr. Jim DeMuth, Pastoral Director 
Mass:   5:00 pm Sundays 
301 E Stuart Street 
Fort Collins, CO 80525 
970-493-9536 
Fr. Jim 970-420-6230  
Dcn. Rosean Amaral 970-692-4238  
marymagdalafc@gmail.com 
 

 

 

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN AND 

CATHOLIC COMMUNITY 
Rev. Barbara Berry-Bailey, Co-pastor  
Fr. Don Sutton, Co-pastor 
donaldfsutton@gmail.com  
Catholic Mass:  5:00 pm Saturdays 
Lutheran Service: 10:30 am Sundays 
1600 Grant St, Denver, CO 80203 
303-839-1432 
http://saintpauldenver.com  
 
 
Also check out our friends of  

BOULDER COMMUNITY IN 

DISCERNMENT  

Mass:  1:30 pm  
every first and third Sunday 
Community United Church of Christ 
2650 Table Mesa Drive  
Boulder CO 80305 
Mthr. Sheila Dierks 303-449-4302 
sheiladierks1@gmail.com  

 

http://www.marymagdalafc.org/
mailto:marymagdalafc@gmail.com
mailto:donaldfsutton@gmail.com
http://saintpauldenver.com/
mailto:sheiladierks1@gmail.com
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Mary of Magdala celebrated the feast 
day of our patron saint, St. Mary of 
Magdala on July 21st. The readings 
revolved around speaking truth and 
her understanding of Jesus’ teachings. 
A potluck was held after Mass to 
continue the celebration.  

 “Mary Magdalene is seen as "first 
among the apostles" not simply in a 
chronological sense (because she was 
the first on the scene at the 
resurrection) but in a more 
fundamental way: because she gets 
the message. Of all the disciples, she 
is the only one who fully understands 
what Jesus is teaching and can 
reproduce it in her own life. Her 
position of leadership is earned, and 
it is specifically validated by Jesus 
himself.” (Cynthia Bourgeault, The 
Meaning of Mary Magdalene: 
Discovering the Woman at the Heart of 
Christianity) 

Fr. Michael pointed out in his homily, 
the 12 probably valued Mary’s wisdom, 
but an early Church corrupted by 
cultural influences wrote the women’s 
witness out of the accounts. 
Thankfully, a portion of Mary’s gospel 
was preserved. 

 

The Mary of Magdala ECC Call 
Committee has announced the formal 
call for a part-time Pastoral Director.  
With the retirement of Fr. Jim DeMuth, 
MoM anticipates having an interim 
Pastoral director for the next 4-6 
months, but we’ve begun the search 
for his permanent successor. The Call 
Letter and Scope of Work documents 
are available through these links:  
Call Letter; Scope of work 
The application deadline is Sept. 3rd.  

Mary of Magdala will join with Trinity 
Lutheran and St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Communities in a Multi-Faith build 
project for Habitat for Humanity in Fort 
Collins beginning in August. There will 
be a kickoff picnic Tuesday, August 6th 
at the build site on Harmony Road.  

Jane Reina, one of MoM’s reps on the 
Rocky Mountain Regional Council, has 
completed the discernment process for 
her call to become an ordained priest. 
Her Discernment Committee and  
the Leadership Council have voted 
unanimously to accept her ongoing call 
to seek priesthood. Final approvals  
are in the process at the national level.  

Putting our industrial kitchen to good 
use, we’re excited to open our facility 
to Food Bridge! As stated on their 
website: 

Food Bridge believes in bridging the 
gap between the rising demand for 
authentic, ethnic cuisine and the lack 
of immigrant-owned food businesses. 
Our mission is to make it possible for 
more immigrant entrepreneurs to run 
successful catering and other food 
related businesses. In Denver's 
booming food scene, there are many 
opportunities, but there are also 
inherent challenges that affect low-
income and non-native English 
speakers disproportionately. Our 
mission is to empower our partnering 
entrepreneurs by providing them the 
knowledge and experience to over-
come these obstacles and build a 
successful foundation for their 
businesses.  

 
www.foodbridgedenver.com  

C

Soon enough it will be January and 
time for St. Paul’s annual meeting 
when we elect new members to the 
Congregational Council. We have 
several leadership roles to fill so we are 
bringing this to the forefront earlier 
than normal. The current Council 
members have been faithful leaders in 
the transition process from Pastor 
Kevin to Pastor Barbara. A great deal 
has been accomplished. We wrapped 
up one ministry, took on an interim 
and bridge ministries, and called a new 
pastor to our faith community. Three 
existing Council members are planning 
to remain at least another year. Others 

are term-limited or worn out!                

https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/ff7859_1618eae74fe94dd1b1e36738fa2fb44e.pdf
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/ff7859_1618eae74fe94dd1b1e36738fa2fb44e.pdf
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Now we have an exciting opportunity 
to create a Council to lead St. Paul into 
its future. With openings for President, 
Vice President, Secretary, Education 
chair, Evangelism chair, and at least 
three Council members-at-large, we’re 
asking our Catholic and Lutheran 
members to consider participating. 

 

 

 

 

 

We welcomed Vaela-Riã, daughter of 
Alyssa Guerrero and Gladys Murcia 
into the family of Christ.  At our Mass 
on the Solemnity of the Ascension of 
the Lord, Fr. Michael concluded his 
homily, saying, “All that Jesus did and 
taught until the day he was taken up, 
he continues to do and teach — right 
here in the mystery of our being 
church together. My dear little Vaela, 
welcome to the Kindom. Even now, 
you are a witness of these things.” 
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Thank you to all who came to the Soul 
Shop awareness seminar on Suicide 
Desperation at CHF on March 14th, 
presented by Fr. Michael Nicosia. The 
Soul Shop movement exists due to the 
need of desperately hurting people to 
be heard, noticed, and seen within 
their faith communities. Reportedly up 
to 1 out of every 2 people in most 
congregations are personally impacted 
by the reality of suicide — be it as one 
who is currently thinking about suicide, 
as someone who knows someone who 
is considering suicide or who has lost 
someone to suicide, or as one who has 
struggled with it in the past but now 
lives in a “2nd day” filled with hope. 

 

As a resource, below you will find 
additional numbers for suicide support. 
We ask that you pray on this subject as 
the rate of suicide continues to 
increase nationally year to year.  

The Church of the Holy Family in 
Aurora has been hosting a book study 
of Father Richard Rohr's latest work 
entitled, The Universal Christ.   In this 
new work, Rohr asks us to consider 
that the Christ exists before the 
foundations of the world, is all 
encompassing and in all.  The divine 
spark of the Christ manifests in the  
 
 

Frank & Cathy Schmidt in foreground, 
Melinda & Chris Sigel in background 

physical and spiritual realms, and God 
has sought to unite with us through 
every step of our evolution. He 
suggests that the word, “Christ” is not 
Jesus's last name and that the 
historical Jesus came out of a “Christ-
soaked world” rather than that Christ 
brought divinity into a sinful creation 
(p. 15).  Conversation around this book 
requires participants to look beyond 

classical paradigms of individual  
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s a l va t io n  a n d  a n u s / t hem  
orientation to the broader reality of 
the pervasive indwelling of the Divine 
Presence in everything and every-
one.  He suggests that, through this 
incarnational world-view, all creation is 
inherently connected through God's 
love. Participants are challenged to  
see patterns of death and resurrection 
as means of transformation and 
opportunities for new life to be played 
out repeatedly throughout our lives. 

Holy Family members are discovering 
through lively and in-depth discussions 
what it means to look for the sacred in 
everything and everyone. We are also 
reminded that creation itself is the first 
Bible and that God loves us so much 
that he wanted to become us. The 
Universal Christ is a compilation of 
many books written by Fr. Rohr. For 
those familiar with his work, this is a 
refreshing review and wholesome 
spiritual experience.  

~ Chris & Melinda Sigle 

N.B. We've read about half the book,  
to page 103 so far. Please join us for 
the August and September sessions if 
you wish. For dates, locations, and 
reading assignments contact 

pastorcynthia@holyfamilyco.org.  

Please remember HCF’s new office 
address is 12250 E. Iliff Ave, Suite 120, 
Aurora, CO  80014, in the Aurora 
Corporate Plaza.  The entrance to the 
building faces the parking lot.  We are 
across Quentin Way from the UCH 
Complex.  You may enter from either 
Iliff or Peoria (turn left on Quentin Way 
going south on Peoria.)  The green sign 
outside the doors says 12250.  Our 
office is on the right immediately after 
you enter the doors, Suite 120. 

Several Holy Family folks came out to 
give witness to our care and concern 
for detained migrants, especially 
children, as part of the LIGHTS FOR 
LIBERTY July 12 protest outside the 
Dept. of Homeland Security (DHS) / 
Immigration and Custom Enforcement 
(ICE) / Contractor Geo Group’s private 
migrant detention center in Aurora. 
This facility was 1 of 4 in the U.S. 
identified by the DHS Inspector 
General as in need of corrective action 
in a June 2019 report. Luann Hentz’s 
account of the event follows (pg. 11). 

Joyce Durland & Kay McNamara raise 
their posters while, behind them, other 
protestors sit on the fence that bounds 
the perimeter of the detention center. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mother Cynthia & new friend Melanie 
pause to show her sign by another 
listing how many 1000’s of children 
separated from their parents are still 
now in U.S. detention centers. 

Gayle Craun adds a Defund Hate sign 
to Tom Game & Luann Hentz’s Lights 
for Liberty one. Also representing Holy 
Family, not pictured: Carey and Charlie 
Alvarez Bacha. 

mailto:pastorcynthia@holyfamilyco.org
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We continue to hear a lot about 
immigration. If you want more 
information about the topic and why it 
is a social justice issue, here are some 
websites to visit: 
ACLU of Colorado - aclu-
co.org/issues/immigrants- rights 
Denver Post - www.denverpost.com/ 
news/immigration 
Lights for Liberty - lightsforliberty.org 

I saw 5 other people from Holy Family 
at the LIGHTS FOR LIBERTY protest last 
Friday. There were more, but it was 
amazing that we 6 found each other 
among the reported 2000 people who 
were there! As I walked with the 
hundreds of people from my car to the 
entrance of the ICE detention center in 
Aurora, the hundreds of diverse people 
with diverse concerns, I felt much pride 
and gratitude to live in a democratic 
country where I could protest without 
fear of recrimination. I was also filled 
with the collective emotion of so much 
passion for this great country we live 
in, what we stand for and what we 
won't stand for. There are many issues 
around immigration and these issues 
were reflected in the many posters 
that were carried. While I didn't agree 
with every perspective presented, it 
was clear we all agreed that changes 
need to be made with how 
immigration is being handled at  
the present time and that we want  
our values of respect and dignity to  
be reflected in how we handle 
immigrants. One sign I saw stated my 
feelings in a simple way:  

Standing on the Side of Love 
with Immigrant Families. 

I have come to find out that Side With 
Love is an interfaith public advocacy 
campaign. For more information go to 
their website at  sidewithlove.org/love-
at-the-border. I also saw the break-off 
group that went onto the federal 
property. At first I appreciated their 
rebellious nature, but then was 
saddened when I believed they took it 

too far. (They trespassed on the 
detention center property and raised 3 
flags, one an American flag with 
Abolish ICE written on it and another 
flag with something obscene written 
on it.) Lights for Liberty had a peaceful, 
respectful protest so when the 
organizers asked us to leave, while I 
was disappointed, I believed it was the 
most respectful thing to do. On the 
way out, the Aurora police, who were 
also respectful, told us that they did 
not ask anyone to leave. (By that time, 
the members of the break-off group 
were leaving too.)  I felt honored to be 
able to participate in the Lights for 
Liberty protest and was glad that I 
went! 

~ Luann Hentz 
 

Church of the Holy Family joyously 
celebrated the baptism of Ka'Lia on 
July 19. Thanks much to Frank Schmidt 
for managing to get such a wonderful 
group photo outside after Mass and 
fellowship.  
Below, left to right: Gabriela & Dustin 
Cottew, godparents; Pono & Rey 
Tancayo, parents, with 8-month-old 
Ka'Lia & brother Kaya; Mother Cynthia 
Drew, pastor; Betty & Bob Sorge, 
catechists. Not pictured: Ka'Lia & 
Kaya's older brother, Kel’u.          

 

 

http://aclu-co.org/issues/immigrants-rights
http://aclu-co.org/issues/immigrants-rights
http://www.denverpost.com/news/immigration
http://www.denverpost.com/news/immigration
http://lightsforliberty.org/
http://sidewithlove.org/love-at-the-border
http://sidewithlove.org/love-at-the-border
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Five of our priests serve as local 
pastors. Others are involved in a wide 
variety of ministries; others are retired 
(or about to be) but are still very much 
active. Some of you get to see a few of 
them as guest presiders, but some you 
may only know by name. As way of 
introduction, or an opportunity to hear 
about their latest work, this new 
column will feature members of the 
local Presbyterium (a term reclaimed in 
Catholic circles after the Second 
Vatican Council referring to a college of 
priests, in active ministry, of an 
individual particular church such as a 
diocese or region; they provide counsel 
to the local bishop, who serves as their 
Chair, as they collaborate in the 
pastoral care of the local church).   

Please note, focusing on our priests 
here in no way diminishes the ministry 
of our deacons or that of the laity. It’s 
just a way of further claiming them as 
OUR priests and holding them in our 
prayers.  

First to the plate: 

“The Long and Winding Road” written 
by Paul McCartney, still captures our 
married/spiritual journey through this 
world. I will do this very succinctly 
which also means, please feel free to 
call and we can share our stories with 
one another. 

Father Jim McDonald invited us to 
worship with him at St. Martin in the 
Fields one Sunday and we agreed. The 

Back Story is we both have many 
friends in the Episcopal Church and Kris 
has worked at the cathedral for over 
17 years. I liked it right away. We had 
not been participating in church life for 
close to two years and I was feeling a 
little unmoored. One week turned into 
another and I realized my growing 
sense of belonging here. We 
intentionally signed up for the new 
members’ class and enjoyed learning 
about the Episcopal tradition. When it 
came time for becoming official 
members, I shared with our Rector that 
I was ordained in the ECC. “Oh!” she 
said. I knew what that meant. She 
would need to discuss this with the 
(very new) Bishop (see “invited up 
higher” on page 6). Shelly is a new 
Rector and having not one but two ECC 
priests in her flock felt comforting. 

The short story is, we had a lot of 
support from laity and clergy within 
the diocese and the decision was made 
to receive me with my ordination 
within the ECC intact while having no 
priestly status in the Episcopal Church. 
I was happy. People at Celtic Way are 
happy. The staff at the cathedral 
smiled from ear to ear as the bishop 
received us among a very large class 
into their family of faith. 

I called Bishop Francis who “was 
surprised.” He was happy for us and 
said we would be good witnesses for 
the ECC among our sisters and 
brothers in the Episcopal Church. 

As I am learning at The Living School… 
“it is a both/and kind of world.” 

The long and winding road 
That leads to your door 
Will never disappear 
I've seen that road before 
It always leads me here 
Lead me to your door  

We come from God, we reflect God, 
we return to God. Thank you for 
continuing to walk the path with us. 

In Christ,  
Kris & Scott Jenkins  
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On May 20th our Episcopalian siblings 
consecrated The Rt. Rev. Kimberly 
Lucas as the new bishop for the 
Diocese of Colorado, and our ECC 
Region’s Auxilliary Bishop and I as Vicar 
were in the celebratory assembly, 
having wrangled an invitation through 
our connections on the Colorado 
Council of Churches.  

 
With all the pomp and ceremony that 
their denomination is renowned for, 
the opening procession took some 
expert management on the part of the 
Cathedral vergers. ELCA Bishop Jim 
Gonia was there; being in full 
communion with the ECUSA, he was a 
consecrating bishop in the sanctuary. 
But where should the two ECC 
representatives be in the line up? 
Some said we were with the other 
clergy vesting upstairs, others said 
downstairs someplace. It wasn’t until 
+Denise identified herself as a “Bishop” 
that they knew what to do with us!   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Indeed, there was an assigned position 
for Dignitaries and Ecumenical Reps, 
but it wasn’t until hearing the title, 
bishop, a reference point common to 
both of our traditions, that we were 
escorted to our place in line, just 
behind the processional cross. 

After the liturgy, we congratulated 
Bishop Kym and I expressed how I was 
looking forward to serving with her on 
the Judicatory Board of the Colorado 
Council of Churches. She’s sure to be a 
blessing to all!  

 ~ Fr. Michael 


